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Welcome to the Second Annual Reaching New Heights in Supported 
Employment Virt ual Conference!

The Partners for Employment program at The Universit y of New Mexico?s 
Center for Development and Disab ilit y is excited to host an assortment of 
dynamic speakers, from both the Nat ional and State levels, on a variet y of 
top ics during the four Fridays in May!

The Conference t hemes are:

- May 7, 20 21 - Making Connect ions
- May 14 , 20 21 - Breaking Down Barriers
- May 21, 20 21? Innovat ive Pract ices
- May 28, 20 21 - Professional Development

Click on the tabs to the lef t to learn more and to reg ister for each 
event . Cert if icates of Complet ion w ill be issued for each reg istered 
session at tendee.

This conference was brought to you at no cost in thanks to our 
fund ing partners: t he New Mexico Department of 
Health/ Developmental Disab ilit ies Support s Division (DDSD) and the 
New Mexico Public Educat ion Department / Division of Vocat ional 
Rehabilit at ion (DVR).

ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACCESSIBILITY

Spanish Language Interpreters, American Sign Language Interpreters and 
Closed Capt ion w ill be availab le during all sessions.

For add it ional assistance, p lease contact Lorena Villalovos at  
lv illalovos@salud.unm.edu.

mailto:lvillalovos@salud.unm.edu


Reaching New Heights in Supported Employment 20 21Virtual Conference

FRIDAY - MAY 7, 20 21

Making Connect ions

SCHEDULE

8 -8:30 AM

Conference Kick-Off! Welcome and 
Conference Overview presented by 
PFE, DDSD and DVR.

8:30 - 10:30 AM

Build ing Bridges to Community Life, 
Peter Leidy

12 - 2 PM

Community Mapping Training, Anna 
Zollinger and Casey Stone-Romero, 
DDSD

2:30 - 3:30 PM  

Collaborat ing w ith DD Waiver for 
Bet ter Student Outcomes in 
Transit ions to Adult Life, Stacey 
Duskey, HMS

4 - 5 PM

Centennial Care 2.0 - Home and 
Community Based Long-Term Care 
Program, Jeannet te Gurule, HSD

* Regist rat ion to these events w ill 
close on 0 5/ 0 3/ 21.

REGISTRATION LINKS

8 AM - Conference Overview and 
Welcome! Regist rat ion is not required. A  
Zoom link w ill be provided soon.

8:30 AM - Build ing Bridges to Community 
Life

12 PM - Community Mapping  

2:30 PM - Collaborat ing w ith DD Waiver 
for Bet ter Student Outcomes 

4 PM - Centennial Care 2.0 - Home and 
Community Based Long-Term Care 
Program

ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACCESSIBILITY

Spanish Language Interpreters, American For more informat ion or help w ith 
Sign Language Interpreters and Closed regist rat ion, p lease contact Lorena 
Capt ion w ill be availab le during all Villalovos at lvillalovos@salud.unm.edu
sessions.
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Reaching New Heights in Supported Employment 20 21Virtual Conference

FRIDAY - MAY 14 , 20 21

Break ing Down Barr iers

SCHEDULE

8:30 - 10:30 AM

Benefit s Planning Done Right : 
Lif t ing New Mexicans w ith 
Disabilit ies Out of Poverty. Ray 
Cibula, Cornell Universit y

11 AM - 12 PM

Disabilit y, Employment , and 
Government Benefit s: Lived 
Experiences Panel. Kyle Henderson, 
PFE

1 - 2 PM

The Business Case for Employing 
People w ith Disabilit ies. Daniel 
Eckman, DDPC

2:30 - 3:30 PM  

Aut ism+: Increasing Accessib lit y for 
A ll in Our Community 
Workforce.Lisa Kalburg, AODD 

4 - 5 PM

Assist ive Technology Solut ions for 
Employment . Jesse Armijo, NMTAP

* Regist rat ion to these events w ill  
close on 0 5/ 10 / 21. 

REGISTRATION LINKS 

8 AM - Benefit s Planning Done Right  

11 AM - Disabilit y Benefit s Panel

1 PM - The Business Case for Employing 
People w ith Disabilit ies

2:30 PM - Aut ism+: Increasing 
Accessib ilit y for A ll in Our Community 
Workforce

4 PM - Assist ive Technology Solut ions for 
Employment  

ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACCESSIBILITY

Spanish Language Interpreters, American For more informat ion or help w ith 
Sign Language Interpreters and Closed regist rat ion, p lease contact Lorena 
Capt ion w ill be availab le during all Villalovos at lvillalovos@salud.unm.edu
sessions.
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Reaching New Heights in Supported Employment 20 21Virtual Conference

Fr iday - May 21, 20 21

Innovat ive Pract ices

SCHEDULE

8 - 9 AM 1 - 2 PM  

Diverse IT, Build ing the Workforce of Cult ivat ing Confidence: Build ing 
Tomorrow. Melinda Garcia, Meta C. Self-Advocacy in the Workplace. 
Hirschl, Jordan Robinson, Adelante A lex Rios and Chelsea Charion, PFE 

9:30 - 10:30 AM 2:30 -3:30 PM

I BEST and the blooming field of Job Corps Career Training and 
Integrated Educat ion!! Daniel Waldo, Educat ion Opportunit y! Haydee 
ENMU Romero, Job Corps

11 AM - 12 PM

Inspire and Prepare The Future to * Reg ist rat ion to these event s w ill close 

Own Their Economic Success. on 0 5/ 17/ 21. 

Lindsay Humphries, JANM

REGISTRATION LINKS

8 AM - Diverse IT, Build ing the Workforce 1 PM - New Mexico Training Associates 
of Tomorrow

2:30 PM - Job Corps Opportunit y
9:30 AM - I BEST & Integrated Educat ion!!!

11 AM - - Inspire and Prepare The Future to 
Own Their Economic Success

ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACCESSIBILITY

Spanish Language Interpreters, American For more informat ion or help w ith 
Sign Language Interpreters and Closed regist rat ion, p lease contact Lorena 
Capt ion w ill be availab le during all Villalovos at lvillalovos@salud.unm.edu
sessions.
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Reaching New  Heights in Supported Employment  20 21 Virtual Conference

FRIDAY - MAY 28, 20 21

Professional Developm ent

SCHEDULE

8 -9 AM

ACRE Cert if icat ion. Dominique Nunez, 
PFE and Carrie Roberts, PFE

9:30 - 10 :30  AM

Now that  I am CESP Cert if ied, W hat 's 
Next? A  Guide to Re-cert if icat ion. 
Brit tany Edwards-Sharpe, PFE

11 AM  - 12 PM

Health Mat ters. A lex Rios, PFE

1:15 - 2:30  PM

W ise: In the Spirit  of Employment

End of 2021 Reaching New  Heights i n 
Supported Em ploy m ent  Conference

*Reg ist rat ion to t hese event s w il l close on 
0 5/ 24/ 21.

REGISTRATION LINKS

8 AM  - ACRE Cert if icat ion.

9:30  AM  - Now  that  I am CESP Cert if ied, 
W hat 's Next? A  Guide to Re-cert if icat ion.

11 AM  - Health Mat ters

1:15 PM  - W ise

ACCOMMODATIONS AND ACCESSIBILITY

Spanish Language Interpreters, American For more informat ion or help w ith 
Sign Language Interpreters and Closed regist rat ion, p lease contact  Lorena 
Capt ion w ill be availab le during all sessions. Villalovos at  lvillalovos@salud.unm.edu
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Partners for Employment  is a Statew ide collaborat ive to  increase compet it ive and 

integrated  employment  for ind iv iduals w it h intellectual and developmental 

d isab il it ies.

Our part ners include:

- The Universit y  of  New  Mexico Center for Development  and  Disab il it y  (CDD)

- Depart ment  of  Healt h's Development al Disab il it ies Support s Div ision (DDSD)

- Div ision of  Vocat ional Rehab ilit at ion (DVR)

Our Mission is to  build  capacit y by provid ing  t raining , technical assist ance and 

opportunit ies for networking  and collaborat ion.

We work w it h st ate agency personnel, supported  employment  service providers, 

educators, family members, self -advocates and employers to  advance promising  

pract ices for inclusive employment  t hroughout  New  Mexico.

THANK YOU!
Reaching New  Heights in Supported Employment  20 21 Virtual Conference

EW  MEXICO STATE PARTNERS



Reaching  New  Height s in 
Support ed  Em ploy m ent
 20 21 Virt ual Conference

SPECIAL ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

This conference series of being brought  to you at  NO COST 
thanks to our funding partners, the New  Mexico Department  of  

Health/ Developmental Disab ilit ies Support s Division (DDSD) and 
the New  Mexico Public Educat ion Department / Division of  

Vocat ional Rehabilit at ion.

Thank you to the Partners for Employment  Conference 
p lanning commit tee which includes:

Casilda Gallegos ? DDSD
Deborah Lassiter ? DDSD

Frank Gaona ? DDSD
Christ ine Fuller ? DVR

Hotona Secatero ? DVR
Carrie Robert s ? UNM/ CDD

Lorena Villalovos ? UNM/ CDD
Alexandrea Rios ? UNM/ CDD

Chelsea Chairion ? UNM/ CDD Training Associate
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